VERSAILLES

principle emperors do not rank above kings found no ac-
ceptance, although I was able to show that Frederick Wil-
liam I, at a meeting with Charles VI, who, in point of
fact, stood in the position of feudal lord to the Elector of
Brandenburg, claimed and enforced his rights to equality
as King of Prussia by causing a pavilion to be erected
which was entered by both monarchs simultaneously from
opposite sides, so that they might meet each other in the
centre.

The agreement which the Crown Prince showed to
my argument irritated the old gentleman still more, and
striking the table he cried: 'And even if it had been
so, / now command how it is to be. Arch-dukes and
grand dukes have always had precedence of Prussian
princes, and so it shall continue/ With that he got up
and went to the window, turning his back upon those
seated at the table. The discussion on the question of
title came to no clear conclusion; nevertheless, we con-
sidered ourselves justified in preparing the ceremony for
the proclamation of the Emperor, but the King had com-                           1

manded that there should be no mention of the German                .          f

Emperor but of the Emperor of Germany.                                               *  *

This position of affairs induced me to call upon the
Grand Duke of Baden on the following morning, before
the solemnity in the Galerie des Glaces, and to ask him how                          |

he, as the first of the princes present, who would presum-
ably be the first to speak after the reading of the procla-
mation, intended to designate the new Emperor. The
Grand Duke replied,' As Emperor of Germany, according
to his Majesty's orders.' Among the arguments with
which I urged upon the Grand Duke that the concluding
cheers for the Emperor could not be given under this form,
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